
Will the broadcast flag interfere with consumers ability to make copies of
DTV content for their personal use, either on personal video recorders or
removable media?
Once again, the big money gate-keepers are looking for ways to restrict
consumers and citizens from the free flow of images and information.  This
measure should not be approved by the FCC.  We already have too many logos
on-screen on television, and they are getting bigger each year.  One day,
we won't be able to see the programming, but the logos will be so big,
we'll know who owns it.  No. No. No.  Please do not approve.

Would the digital flag interfere with consumers ability to send DTV content
across networks, such as home digital networks connecting digital set top
boxes, digital recorders, digital servers and digital display devices?
Yes.  Again, we're being forced to have our information branded like
cattle.  The owners of the programs are already protected by copyrights,
and they have sufficient remedies in that law to go after offenders who
commercially infringe on their rights.

Would the broadcast flag requirement limit consumers ability to use their
existing electronic equipment (equipment not built to look for the flag) or
make it difficult to use older components with new equipment that is
compliant with the broadcast flag standard?
Yes.  Essentially, this would make equipment currently in the hands of
consumer "old hat" and force the consumer to buy new equipment.  This
constitutes an unreasonable burden on the consumer.

Would a broadcast flag requirement limit the development of future
equipment providing consumers with new options?
Consumers already have enough options with their equipment.  We don't need
yet another one, which will do no good for the consumer, but enrich those
who produce equipment.

What will be the cost impact, if any, that a broadcast flag requirement
would have on consumer electronics equipment?
A staggering effect.  Huge costs and no essential gain to the consumer.
It's like paying a tax for something one is getting.

Other Comments:
As a copyright owner of films and television programs, I understand all of
my rights and remedies under the current law are sufficient.  At some point
in time, First Amendment rights must be considered more inportant that
proprietary rights.  I understand both sides of this current argument, and
my vote falls on the side of the consumer in this case.


